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Introductions 

• Ronda Gowland-Pryde (Head of Education), 
John Hansard Gallery 

• Peter Taylor(Bridge Manager) Artswork 

 

I AM… 



Context 
Until 2012, Southampton Youth Offending Service (SYOS) was part of the 
larger Wessex Youth Offending Team. Southampton Youth Offending Service is 
dedicated to reducing the risk of young people re-offending by providing high 
quality offending behaviour work and striving to improve their social and 
education outcomes.  
 
John Hansard Gallery - is an innovative contemporary art gallery and a 
national portfolio organisation of Arts Council England, supported by the 
University of Southampton. The Gallery has an established reputation for its 
education work and delivery/support of Arts Award (since 2007) working with 
children and young people.  
 
Artswork – is part of a national network of 10 Arts Council England funded 
Bridge organisations. Our job is to ensure all children and young people (CYP) 
experience the richness of the arts both in and outside of school. We work to 
‘bridge’ together the work of arts and cultural organisations, schools and 
other organisations that work with CYP. 
 
 
 
 



Context 

The Co-investors  

• Artswork has developed an exciting new strategic 
relationship with the Office of the Police & Crime 
Commissioner for Hampshire and the Isle of Wight 
through the development of a co-investment 
programme in arts and youth justice. The programme 
aims to realise a number of OPCC and Artswork 
objectives including reducing antisocial behaviour and 
youth offending rates through sustainable high quality 
arts and cultural programmes that will also have Arts 
Council England’s Quality Principles at their heart. 



Context 

The Partnership  

Since 2012, SYOS and JHG have been working on 
a weekly Arts Award Programme. In September 
2013, JHG and SYOS was successfully awarded 
investment from Artswork and has received 
additional funding support from the Hampshire 
and Isle of Wight PCC which now funds the 
programme. 

 



Context 
Weekly Arts Award Programme – 
 
The weekly programme is structured around a spiral 
curriculum model of delivery which embeds key skills and 
core elements of the Arts Award (from Discover to Silver 
levels); 
 
 Taking part (creating art work) 
 Exploring/reviewing  
 Arts inspirations (arts heroes/heroines) 
 Skills sharing 
 
 



Partnership Benefits 

 Expertise of both the YOS and arts/cultural organisations and 
professional artists with experience of supporting young people 
who offend through the Arts Award. 

 
 Quality of provision and support for the young people and their 

creativity. 
 
 Has helped to enhance the YO Service by providing YOS staff with 

opportunities to forge better relationships with young people and 
extend their case work as a result. 

 
 Brokering contacts and possible funding avenues – i.e., JHG with 

investment from Artswork and SYOS funding from the Hampshire 
PCC. 



Impact on Young People 

 Programme development (incorporating other art forms 
including bookmaking, creative writing/poetry). 

 
 Young people are able to express themselves and know their 

work is of high quality which can help them back into 
education, training and/or employment.  

 
 Supports the process of desistance – at primary and 

secondary level. 
 
 Opportunities for the individual development and 

progression of young people (one young person became 
JHG’s first Creative Trainee and is now in full-time 
employment!). 

 
 



Impact on Young People 
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Arts Award and Artsmark 

Arts Award  
• Offered at four accredited and one introductory level 

by Trinity College London  
• A great way for children and young people to be 

inspired by and enjoy the arts 
• A framework for learning new skills and sharing them 
Artsmark 
Awarded by Arts Council England the new Artsmark 
award helps schools to deliver a high quality arts and 
cultural education and provides an excellent way to 
recognise  this. (A new Artsmark for  Youth Justice 
organisations is currently being developed) 
 

 



Partnership Benefits and  
Wider Impact’s 

 

LB (aged 17), RE/CREATIONS Silver Arts Award candidate and JHG Creative Trainee: 
“I think this programme should continue and be available for other young people like me. It 
has really helped me and I have changed a lot since I started. I am really glad that I stayed on 
to do the Arts Award.” 
 
The Southampton YOS, with support from the John Hansard Gallery, were successful in 
applying for Artsmark. The programme has gained recognition from the Ministry of Justice 
and is outlined in the online effective practice library.  
 
Simon Hayes, Police and Crime Commissioner for Hampshire and Isle of Wight: 
“This work provides clear direction and focus to enable young people to re-evaluate their 
lives at a crucial time, and could significantly help in reducing reoffending. They are to be 
commended for this.  Having witnessed this work, I remain committed to supporting the 
young people of Hampshire and Isle of Wight through projects like this and also through my 
Youth Commission.” 



Partnership Benefits and  
Wider Impact’s 

Supporting the City’s reduction in re-offending rates: 
 
According to the latest figures the number of young 
people in Southampton entering the criminal justice 
system for the first time has reduced by almost half in two 
years, from 200 in 2012/13 to 102 in 2014/15, while 
custodial sentences in the same period has fallen from 27 
to 13. The percentage of young people re-offending has 
dropped from 48.6 percent in 2011 to 33.8 percent by 
2013, which is the latest data available. Those figures are 
better than the national average, where 37.2 percent of 
young offenders re-offend.  
(Daily Echo, 16th October 2015) 
 
 
 



Partnership Benefits and  
Wider Impact’s 

One of the key aspects of this reduction has been cited as 
an outcome of the weekly Arts Award programme 
introduced by the service. This has been noted by 
Councillor Kaur, Cabinet Member of Communities and 
Leisure: (Daily Echo, 16th October 2015): 
 
“Our individually tailored packages has helped in breaking 
the offending cycle and raise aspirations for many of our 
young people, and presenting young people with their Arts 
Awards that they achieved through the Youth Offending 
Service has been one of the highlights of my year. It’s great 
that the Southampton approach is being pioneered as best 
practice.”  
(Daily Echo, 16th October 2016) 
 





Why we applied for Artsmark 

 To promote our excellent partnership and work of 
young people. 

 External feedback about our work. 
 Explore potential areas for development. 
 Demonstrate the quality of provision. 
 Highlights the good practice of the SYOS in local 

community and youth justice system. 
 Continue working towards excellence – includes 

establishment of a Joint Working Agreement 
(JWA). 

 



Next Steps 
 

• Commitment of funding from the Hampshire 
PCC. 

• Further development of the programme (hope 
to extend our offer). 

• Extending our work with Tate Modern as part 
of the Tate Exchange Programme – delivery on 
the 6th and 7th February 2017. 

• Artsmark Gold or Platinum! 

 



Artsmark Validator Feedback: 
 
This application shows a clear commitment to the arts and an 
understanding of the impact that the arts can have when 
working with young people who are offenders. The service has 
taken this commitment and used it to develop an extremely 
strong partnership with local arts organisations and artists, 
led by the John Hansard Gallery.  
 
This partnership has worked extremely hard to develop 
exemplary practice bringing together artist educators, YOS 
Workers and student volunteers. It delivers a programme that 
provides individual young people with support and nurturing 
and impacts significantly on individual self-confidence, self-
esteem, attitudes and engagement. 
 



 

 

WHOLE GROUP I AM POEM! 





Questions 

In small groups: – 

1). How do you think working through the arts 
can support your work with young people 
and/or adults who have offended? 

 

2). What are the partnership opportunities for 
you locally and/or from this conference? 

 

 



Any further questions? 

THANK YOU 
 
Contacts:  
 
Ronda Gowland Pryde 
John Hansard Gallery 
Email: rjg3@soton.ac.uk 
 
Peter Taylor 
Artswork 
peter@artswork.org.uk  
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